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CoDR’s Third Annual Meeting

The Church of the Damascus Road Volunteers were honored with the Governor’s Volunteer Service 
Award in September 2004 and the regular, faithful volunteers who were at the CoDR Annual Meeting in 
January received their own pin. Volunteers serve at worship, Story Tellers, and Outside Council.

Our Broken Vessels

In this world, we discard are broken  
things or repair them, leaving them  
with a much smaller valve. Once broken 

they can never have their original valve 
again. In scripture, we see a totally different 
picture. God uses broken things to change 
lives, meet needs and win wars. Gideons 
300 soldiers defeated their enemy buy 
breaking theirs pitchers to reveal the light 
from their lamps within. 

So it is in our broken nature letting 
the light of his love be revealed. A widow 

broke the seals of her pot of oil and poured 
it out until all were filled and her debt was 
paid. As we break the seal that guards our 
heart and let his love and compassion flow 
to empty vessels around us, we are giving 
back to him for our debt that has already 
been paid. Mary broke her alabaster box 
rendering it useless so that she could spend 
it’s contents (a years salary) to anoint the 
head of Jesus. If we allow our most precious 
gift (not a year’s salary but our entire life) 
to be broken, our life will also be poured 
out for him! 

When Mosses smote the rock and broke 
it open, water flowed for the children of 
Israel in their desert. When we allow our 
life to be smitten or broken, there is living 
water waiting to flow out to others living 
in their desert. Jesus’ body was broken by 
thorns, a whip and nails. So that his life 
could flow as a river that never runs dry 
let this be our example. The brokenness 
in our life is not rendering us useless and 
leaving us of lesser value. By reason of our 
breaking, we are being purified. Our Valve 
is much greater broken.

Supporting congregations and individu- 
als, volunteers and former members  
of CoDR came together on January 22 

to hear about how the congregation is doing, 
to look to the future, and to mutually upbuild 
one another in the faith.

Glenn Wooten and Kim Schleiger braved 
the weather to drive up from Ottumwa 

to attend. Glenn was 
President of the Fort 
Dodge CoDR for sev-
eral years before his 
release. In his address 
to the attendees he told 
how he got involved 
in CoDR in 1998. 
Glenn helped adapt 
the model constitu-
tion provided by the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to 
fit our unique circumstances. While he was 
working on the constitution and bylaws, he 

read portions of the Book of Concord and 
concluded that “Those Lutheran really have 
it together!” Believe it or not, Glenn and 
Kim headed into the storm when they left 
the meeting to drive to Michigan.

Jeff Roberts was part of CoDR in both 
Fort Dodge and Rock-well City. He served 
as editor of the Flash and 
Echo and as secretary of 
the Inside Church Coun-
cil. He lives in Poca-
hontas.

Beside giving reports 
on what happened in 
2004, we took time to 
give the Governor’s Vol-
unteer Service Award 
pins to Outside Church Council members, 
Story Teller Volunteers, and regular volun-
teers at worship. Pastor Carroll and Judy 
Lang attended the award ceremony in Storm 
Lake last September to receive the ward on 
behalf of all of CoDR’s volunteers.

Gratitude was expressed for all the 
donors who came through in our time of 
need. We still need more congregations and 
individuals to support us for the long haul, 
or we will have the same problem in 2005. 
If your congregation has not yet put CoDR 
on its budget, please talk to your leadership 
and encourage it to happen.

Third Time Around
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Brothers in Blue #2 in Belize

Kolbe Prison (Belize Central Prison)

The team arrives.

Twenty persons went to Belize last Feb- 
ruary to conduct two Via d Cristo  
events, one for Kolbe Prison and 

the other for Christians in Belize, around 
Ladyville. The prison Via de Cristo is like 
a prison Brothers in Blue here in Iowa, but 
instead of starting on Thursday afternoon 
through Sunday evening, it begins at 9am 
each day Monday through Friday, ending 
at 3pm each day. 

Since a team had already been there in 

February of 2004, five of the inmates who 
had attended the first Via de Cristo week 
gave talks for the second. Also 8 of the 
inmates who had attended the first week 
served on the Palanca team for the second 
(we didn’t have any inmates for Palanca the 
first time).

Kolbe Prison, also known as Belize 
Central Prison, is privately owned and the 
country pays the owner, John Wood, to 
incarcerate those whom the courts sentence 
to time in prison.

Jean Goemaat, a retired teacher from 
Iowa, is directing 
a program similar 
to the InnerChange 
Freedom Initiative 
in the Newton, Iowa, 
correctional facil-
ity. Part of the IFI 
program is to hold 
Brothers in Blue ex-
periences, so Jean 
asked to introduce 
Brothers in Blue into 
her program in Be-
lize. They call her “IFI” program “Inner-
Change For Freedom Belize,” since they are 
not as yet affiliated with Prison Fellowship’s 
InnerChange network.

The inmates are incarcerated in Belize 
for pretty much the same crimes as here 
in Iowa. The official language in Belize 
(which used to be called British Honduras 
until the 80s) id English, but you can tell by 
their accents that they normally speak either 
Spanish, or Creole, or Mayan or a mixture, 
so sometimes it is hard to understand their 
English. However, there is no uniform prison 
issue for clothing, so most of them were not Jim Newton, John Wood, Jean Goemaat

Candidates (33), Team (11), Palanca (8)

dressed in blue. In fact, some of them had 
their own clothes, while others were issued 
clothes that had apparently been donated to 
the institution.

There is a large fresh water pond in the 
center of the prison and we were told that 

some men wash their 
clothes in the pond, some 
go swimming, we saw 
one in the pond, and we 
saw ducks swimming in 
it, too. No, we did not 
even wade in it! The tem-
peratures were mostly in 
the 80’s, sometimes as 
low as 70 (they “froze”) 
and as high as 90 degrees. 
It’s a bit of a shock to 
leave in 20 degree weath-

er in the morning and deplane in Belize in 
the 80’s.

When we were having our closing cer-
emony on Friday, four of Belize’s top Mag-
i s t r a t e s 
( J u d g e s ) 
visited the 
IFF-B unit 
to see what 
this faith-
based In-
nerChange 
For Free-
dom Belize 
program is 
doing. One 
of them took copious notes and they seemed 
impressed with the effectiveness of the 

The InnerChange for Freedom Belize Unit
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Hello, my name is Albert Cooper and  
I am a proud servant of our Lord and  
Saviour Jesus Christ. On February 

25, 2005, I was elected the new president 
of The Church of The Damascus Road, by 
my fellow council members. I have been in 
this prison for awhile, this is my second time 
at The Church of The Damascus Road and 
also as a council member. I left the church, 
and I thought that I would never come 
back or be invoved with the church again. 
Little did know that my Lord and Savior 
had other plans better than my own. When 
Pastor Lang would come around and do his 
visits on Wednesday or he would eat on my 
unit,  Pastor Lang would ask, “Coop,” are 
you coming to church tonight? My response 
would be “yeah, maybe,” but I would never 
show up. Then at the end of 2003, I was 
led back to the church by the “Holy Spirit” 
through David Freeman, a very good friend 
and brother in Christ. The Lord has been 
working on him a great deal. Look back six 
years: WOW what huge changes the Lord 
has made in my life, once I submitted to his 

will and not my own. The Lord is awesome 
and we should praise him all day everyday! 
If somebody is reading this and is having a 
bad life, or just does not feel good or care 
anymore, I say put our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ first in your life above everything else, 
and I do mean all of it. Then everything will 
start coming together, and it’s an awesome 
thing. We are not perfect and sometimes we 
will put our selfishness before our Saviour, 
but then we must repent. If you are not saved, 
and by that, I mean that you have not asked 
Jesus Christ into your heart as your Lord and 
savior. Ask for all your sins to be forgivin, 
and for Jesus to start anew in you, I urge 
you to ask Jesus for the forgiveness of your 
sins, and to start anew in you. Because what 
a friend we have in Jesus! Also, come to The 
Church of The Damascus Road, inmates,  
and volunteers. May the Lord be with you 
all, and I will stop with this: Philippians 4:13 
“I can do all things through him (meaning 
Jesus Christ) who strengthens me. Praise 
be to God!

-Albert Cooper   

Thanks Be to God

Under same 
management 

for over 
2,000 years.

FDCF
February 23, 2005

Donald Enright, Jr.
NCCF

February 24, 2005

Holy Baptism

My Little Israel
My little Israel upon the sea,

How I’ve always reached out to thee.
If only you heard my heart’s call,

You’d come in tears and give your all.

I’ve reached to you, O Israel,
My Spirit over you, though you could not tell.

Your heart is hard and neck is stiff,
Though my power evident and wrath was swift.

The wolves surround you on three sides,
The nations hate and tell you lies.

They say, “We want to help you survive,”
But in their hearts they hope you die.

But in my mansion you could live.
So much grace would I give

If only you would reach to me;
Then in my house forever be.

So come to me, you chosen ones.
Do not depend upon your guns.

Come to me in worship and in praise.
My battle, not yours, in these last days.

William E. Bell, FDCF 2004

Know the Master
No one can face life

With confidence,
Unless we are capable of

Truly loving,
This is the function and

Purpose of life,
In God all things are held

Together,
If we hold on to God

Then we can hold on to each other,
The master key to love and success

Is to know the Master.
Written By: T. Rada

The Hell Bound Train

A strong but torn convict walked through a prison security door, so fed up with his  
life,the time he couldn’t take anymore. As he headed for his cell while in self an- 
guished pain, He fell onto his bunk dreaming he rode a hell-bound train. The engine 

was hot, cold and damp, brillantly lighted with a fire and brimstone lamp. An Imp was 
shoveling in rotting flesh and bones, as the train’s whistle screamed with a hundred billion 
groans. The train was filled with whiskey, drugs, beer, and old Satan himself the sinister 
,and hateful engineer. Up ahead in the distance he saw rock stars, rapstars, country stars, 
church members, athiests, a Gentile, and a Jew.

As we began moving closer to hell hotter the glead became ‘til the hair, skin, and cloth 
burned off each quivering frame. Satan jumped out like a jungle cat with the greatness of 
glee. He even laughed as he joked about their complete misery. Satan said, “All my friends, 
you have done great works , but not even any of you could take back your payday from my 
demon clerks. Why, you’ve stolen from the rich and you’ve even robbed those who were 
poor. You’ve even turned from your family and friends when they stood 
behind your front door. Why, you’ve killed, raped, drank, cheated, lied, 
mocked, and cursed God in all your hell- bound pride. I’ll torture you where 
you’ll never rest, sleep, or even tire, as I burn all of your souls in the great lake of fire! 
Ha,Ha,Ha! Oh yes, I’m taking all of you through so you can pay me all of what is due!”

The convict lunged from his bunk with a big anguished cry, his  prison clothes drenched 
in sweat, with his hairs standing up high. He prayed alone in his cell for well over several 
hours. the spirit of the Lord came into his heart as he forgave and removed all of Satan’s 
powers. The new man was released, living his life right and never in vain. Then the day that 
he died he never had to ride!                                                         — Author Unknown       

Keep on Walking

If we are facing in the right direction, all  
we have to do is keep on walking. Bud- 
dhist proverb (we believe can be applied 

to our Christian faith).
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A note to secretaries and pastors—

Copy Me, Please!

We send our newsletter primarily to  
congregations. It’s printed on  
white paper so it can be copied to 

include all or portions of it in your newslet-
ter or bulletin, or simply made available to 
members of your congregation.

-- Pastor Carroll Lang

Worship & Bible Study
FDCF Fort Dodge

7:00pm Wednesdays......Holy Communion
6:30pm Fridays.......................Prayer Team
7:00pm Fridays........................Bible Study

NCCF Rockwell City
6:30pm Tuesdays.....................Bible Study
6:30pm Thursdays..........Holy Communion

April 2005

All Readers: Send Contribu-
tions
The editor of this newsletter is inviting  

ALL READERS, inside and outside 

Invite the Pastor to Worship

The worship services at The Church of  
the Damascus Road are scheduled on  
week-nights for two reasons. One is 

to enable people on the outside to worship 
with the inmates and not miss worship in 
their own congregations. The second is to 
make the pastor of Damascus Road available 
to visit area congregations on Sunday morn-
ings. The pastor can give a brief update on 
the ministry, a sermon, a children’s sermon, 
an adult forum, a children’s Sunday school 
opening, a cross-generational class session, 
or any or all of the above, and is open to 
suggestions. All that is asked is that there 
be time to prepare. 

Call 515-955-3579 or write to: The 
Church of the Damascus Road, PO Box 834, 
Fort Dodge, IA  50501-0834, or by e-mail at 
<DamascusCh@aol.com> to arrange for a 
visit to your congregation. The pastor speaks 
Episcopalian, Methodist, Baptist, United 
Church of Christ, Covenant, Presbyterian, 
Lutheran, Catholic, Evangelical, Reformed, 
Assembly of God, Mennonite, Nazarene, 
and a host of other denominations, indepen-
dent, and non-denominational, too.

Artists’ Corner

FDCF’s Church Coun-
cil
Albert Cooper............................... President
Randy Elliott........................Vice President
Tony Halsrud................................Secretary
Fred Chapman.............................. Librarian
Derek Griffith.......................Craig Flataker

NCCF’s Church Council
Marc Leonard............................... President
Vacant...................................Vice President
Jasper Young................................Secretary
David Porter.........................John Bothwell
Anthony Bone......................Craig Nietfeld
Todd Yaw..................................Lyle Harris

http://www.dodgenet.com/~cjlang/index.html

It’s 
been 

updated!
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